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TOGETHER,  WE CAN LEAVE A  
BETTER WORLD FOR EVERY CHILD

YOUR GUIDE TO GIFTS IN WILLS
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Ayman, who is nine months old, 
has been brought to the Unicef-
funded health clinic in Rukhban, 
Jordan, next to the border with 
Syria. Unicef is now providing the 
only healthcare service in the area. 
This is the first time Ayman and his 
family have seen a doctor since he 
was born.
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Quality education, food, safety and healthcare – 
when children have a good start in life, there is 
nothing they can’t achieve. We can all play our 
part in helping more children around the world 
grow up healthy and happy. 

I am humbled that so many of our supporters help 
us with a gift in their Will. I have had the privilege 
of witnessing first-hand how Unicef provides life-
changing support to offer children the chance of a 
brighter future, in the face of danger and uncertainty. 
Your gift will help us to continue this vital work. 

Together, we can leave a better world for every child.

Thank you. 

Mike Penrose  
Executive Director, Unicef UK

A MESSAGE FROM MIKE PENROSE,  
OUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

I AM HUMBLED  
THAT SO MANY OF 
OUR SUPPORTERS 
HELP US IN THIS 
SPECIAL  WAY.

Unicef UK is funded entirely by voluntary donations. We receive no funding from the UN budget.

https://www.unicef.org.uk/legacy-guide/
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Unicef was created in 1946 to meet the emergency 
needs of children affected by World War II in Europe 
and China. We provided life-saving therapeutic food, 
medical supplies and clothing. 
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This photo was taken circa 1946. 
Unicef provides vulnerable girls from 
Patras, Greece, with nutritious food.

Circa 1953. Unicef helps to diagnose 
and vaccinate children against 
tuberculosis in Indonesia. 

A girl is vaccinated in Turkey, 
during a Unicef-supported 
immunisation campaign in 1985.

THEN

UNICEF:  A FUTURE 
FOR EVERY CHILD

https://www.unicef.org.uk/legacy-guide/
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In 2016, eight-year-old Hayman 
collects clean water supplied by 
Unicef in Nowruz camp, Syria.

After surviving two earthquakes in 
2015, five-year-old Sanjay smiles  
at a Unicef learning centre in Nepal. 
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Rohingya refugee Imtiaz, age 
seven, at a Unicef learning centre 
in a camp in Bangladesh, 2018.

NOW

More than 70 years later, we’re the leading 
organisation for children. We help millions of 
children get a good education, and ensure more  
are fed, vaccinated and protected than anyone else.  

We work in more than 190 countries and we’re world 
leaders at influencing laws and policies to protect 
children. We won’t stop until every child is safe. 
Together, we can leave a better world for every child.

https://www.unicef.org.uk/legacy-guide/
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Your gift could help 
to educate future 
generations 

Every child has the right to a 
quality education – yet every 
day, 61 million children don’t 
attend primary school. In 
2017, Unicef UK invested £3.7 
million in programmes that 
help children access a good 
education. You can help us 
ensure many more children learn 
the skills they need to reach 
their full potential.

Your gift could protect 
children from conflict 

From Syria to South Sudan,  
war and conflict put millions  
of children in danger, 
threatening their homes,  
their families and their lives. 
Gifts in Wills help us provide 
life-saving therapeutic food, 
clean water, medicines, 
protection and psychological 
support to children whose  
lives have been devastated  
by conflict.

A gift in your Will  
means we’ll always  
be there for children

We work for children at risk  
around the world, improving  
their health, nutrition, water 
supply, sanitation and education. 
Our global presence helps us  
reach children in even the  
remotest places, away from  
the public spotlight. Gifts in  
Wills mean we can continue 
supporting the world’s most 
vulnerable children. 

WHY A GIFT IN YOUR WILL COULD BE 
LIFE-CHANGING FOR CHILDREN

https://www.unicef.org.uk/legacy-guide/
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Fourteen-year-old Gisma (below) 
attends a Unicef-supported 
Accelerated Learning Programme 
(ALP) centre. This centre provides 
lessons for children who have missed 
out on learning, such as refugees. 
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12.5  MILLION
CHILDREN AROUND THE WORLD 
WERE GIVEN SCHOOL BOOKS AND 
OTHER LEARNING MATERIALS BY 
UNICEF IN 2017 ALONE.
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Every child has the right to an education 
– whatever their background, gender or 
ethnicity. Without it, children cannot develop 
to their full potential. They are more likely to 
be trapped in poverty, poor health and forced 
labour – often in dangerous environments. 

We’re working to provide education for more 
children, such as Usmaera, age 11. She attends 
a class at a Unicef-supported learning centre 
at a settlement for Rohingya refugees in Cox’s 
Bazar, Bangladesh.

A gift in your Will could help us to plan and 
deliver more education projects, bringing the 
joy of learning to other children like Usmaera 
for years to come.

YOU CAN HELP CHILDREN 
LIKE USMAERA LEARN 
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We’re very grateful for every single gift that we 
receive. Here’s a quick guide to the different 
types of gift you can leave in your Will. If you’re 
not sure which is best for you, a solicitor will 
be happy to help you, but here are the most 
common types our supporters choose from:

A share of your estate
Once you have taken care of your loved ones,  
you can leave a share of, or the remainder of  
your estate to us. This is called a residuary gift.

A gift of money in your Will
You can choose to leave us a specific amount of 
money in your Will. This is called a pecuniary gift.

A specific gift in your Will
You can choose to leave us a specific item, such  
as jewellery or even a house when making a Will. 
This is called a specific gift.

A gift when a trust ends
You might want to set up a trust in your Will so that 
someone can enjoy the benefit of some money  
or property during their lifetime. Afterwards, the 
remaining money or property would then come  
to us. This is called a reversionary gift. 

We encourage you to leave a gift without 
restrictions, so we can leave a better world for 
every child, wherever they are and whatever 
they need. 

THE DIFFERENT WAYS TO GIVE IN YOUR WILL

Our address is: Unicef UK, 1 Westfield Avenue, 
Stratford, London, E20 1HZ. Our registered 
charity numbers are 1072612 (England & 
Wales) and SC043677 (Scotland). You’ll need 
these details if including us in your Will.

https://www.unicef.org.uk/legacy-guide/
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When making or updating your Will, we recommend that you get 
professional advice from a solicitor. These useful tips will help 
with your preparation before seeing a Will-making professional.

TIPS FOR MAKING OR UPDATING YOUR WILL

1 Think about your assets
Spend time listing the assets you own, their worth and 
whether you share ownership. You should also think about 
any debts, and estimate their value, as these will reduce your 
estate. Consider how and where information about your estate 
is kept so you can plan how to give secure access to this.

The what and the who
Consider the gifts that you’d like to leave to loved ones. Make 
sure you have their full names and addresses. After that, you 
might like to consider leaving a gift to Unicef – make sure 
you have our correct address and charity number: Unicef UK, 
1 Westfield Avenue, Stratford, London, E20 1HZ, registered 
charity 1072612 (England & Wales) and SC043677 (Scotland).

2

Five-year-old Khalid received  
warm clothes from Unicef in 
Areesheh makeshift camp, in 
northeast Syria. 
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https://www.unicef.org.uk/legacy-guide/
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Rohingya refugee Sabina, age  
nine, attends a class at a Unicef-
supported learning centre in Ukhia, 
Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh

©
 U

n
icef/S

u
jan

Have a think about your funeral 
It can be daunting to think about your funeral, but by 
making decisions in advance, you can ensure your 
wishes are followed. You may like to consider whether 
you would prefer burial or cremation, flowers or 
donations to Unicef, and any readings or music. 

4

3 Appointing roles in your Will
Your Executors are the people named in your Will 
who will look after or organise your estate after your 
death. They can be family members and/or friends, 
professionals or even organisations (like a bank).  
You can choose a mix of people to act as your 
Executors, and they should be people you trust to  
look after everything and carry out your wishes in  
your Will. If choosing loved ones to be Executors,  
it is a good idea to discuss this with them, to make 
sure they are happy to be appointed.
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What happens if I don’t have a Will? 
If you die without making a Will, you will be classed as dying 
‘intestate’ and this could result in your estate not going where you 
would have wished. If you have no family members left to inherit,  
the entire estate will pass to the Crown. 

How can I find someone near me to make a Will? 
We recommend you consult a solicitor when writing your Will. Just 
visit the Law Society website at lawsociety.org.uk for a list of legal 
professionals in your area. 

What happens if I change my mind? 
You are free to change your mind about leaving a gift in your Will 
to Unicef at any time, and we completely understand that this is a 
personal decision. If you have told us you are intending to leave us  
a gift, it would be helpful to let us know if that changes.

Any more questions? 
If you would like to find 
out more, Wills and Trusts 
solicitor Aarti Gupta has 
answered a few more 
questions on our website:
unicef.org.uk/legacy-guide

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

1 IN 2 UNICEF PROVIDES VACCINES FOR ALMOST HALF 
THE WORLD’S  CHILDREN UNDER 5

https://www.unicef.org.uk/legacy-guide/
https://www.lawsociety.org.uk/
https://www.unicef.org.uk/legacy-guide/
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OUR PROMISE TO YOU

We understand that leaving a legacy is a special and personal 
decision. That’s why we make this promise to you: 

  We agree that your family and friends come first, and promise to 
treat you and your family with courtesy, sensitivity and respect. 

  We respect that writing a Will involves making personal decisions, 
and we understand that leaving a gift to a charity like Unicef can 
bring a lot of comfort. 

  We will always be happy to answer any questions, explain Unicef’s 
work in more detail, and tell you where you can find further information 
about how your gift will make a difference to children’s lives. 

  We will use your gift wisely and cost-effectively so that it has the 
greatest impact for children. 

  You can change your mind about leaving a legacy at any time, and 
we will respect your decision. 

  Any personal information that you choose to give us will be handled 
securely and confidentially. We will always respect your privacy – 
you choose the frequency and ways we can contact you.

A student fills her cup from  
a tap connected to a water 
source installed by Unicef at  
a school in Gonka Kebele 
district, Ethiopia, in 2016.
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Over the years, Elizabeth has helped to raise more 
than £30,000 for Unicef – and she’s had a lot of fun 
doing it! 

“I’ve known about Unicef for a very long time.  
They look after the whole child; from safe 
motherhood, birth, water, immunisation… then 
going on to education. It’s a really well-rounded 
organisation. I was involved in setting up our local 
supporters’ group back in 2005. The group has gone 
on and we’ve raised about £37,000 during that time. 

I was making my Will again and was thinking 
about what I was going to do… I’ve led a relatively 
privileged life and I just wanted to do something.  
So I decided to leave a gift, a legacy.”

A WORD FROM OUR SUPPORTERS

ELIZABETH HARRISON

https://www.unicef.org.uk/legacy-guide/
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SUSAN SCOTT 

Susan is a passionate supporter of Unicef and, like 
Elizabeth, she has made the very special decision  
to leave us a gift in her Will.

“I have been supporting Unicef for 40 years, 
since 1978. You can tell that they are an excellent 
organisation, they are good stewards of money. 

They will always tell you exactly what they are 
spending the money on, so that encouraged me  
to leave a gift in my Will. I know that many  
children will benefit from my legacy.”

Hear more from people who are leaving a legacy  
to Unicef at unicef.org.uk/legacy-guide

https://www.unicef.org.uk/legacy-guide/
https://www.unicef.org.uk/legacy-guide/


GET IN TOUCH
If you have questions about 
leaving a gift in your Will, 
please get in touch with 
our Gifts in Wills team 
on 020 7375 6131 or at 
giftsinwills@unicef.org.uk 

You can also find more 
information about gifts  
in Wills on our website at 
unicef.org.uk/legacy-guide

© Unicef UK. Registered charity England & Wales (1072612) Scotland (SC043677).

Hanaa and Rifka were both  
born in Sudan. Hanaa’s family are 
Sudanese and she is Muslim, while 
Rifka’s family are from Ethiopia 
and she is Christian. This makes 
Rifka a refugee and until recently 
this would have excluded her from 
taking her school exams. Unicef 
is working to ensure that a child’s 
refugee status no longer prevents 
them from chasing their dreams.
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